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Oklahoma City Junior Achievement Volunteer Receives Top National Honor
 
Oklahoma City business leader wins Junior Achievement’s top volunteer leadership award for empowering students to own their economic success
 
 
[Oklahoma City, OK] — Junior Achievement of Oklahoma (JA) announced that Mark Mote, Assurance Partner at EY in Edmond, OK, has been chosen from among more than 150-thousand U.S. volunteers as one of twelve recipients of the organization’s most prestigious national award for volunteerism, the Gold Leadership Award.  

“Being recognized for such a prestigious award is both an incredible honor and humbling at the same time.” Said Mark Mote, Assurance Partner at EY. “Junior Achievement has become a very important part of my personal and professional life. I truly believe that it is a great organization that inspires our younger generation to achieve financial literacy and workforce readiness.”

Junior Achievement’s Gold Leadership Award honors volunteer excellence, presented in recognition of leadership in supporting and expanding JA’s student impact, resources, operational excellence and sustainability. The Gold Leadership Awards honor the recipients’ JA volunteer service during the 2023-24 school year. 
 
“Our local business community’s support of JA is critical to achieving our mission, to inspire and prepare young people to succeed in the global economy,” said Shannan Beeler, President of Junior Achievement of Oklahoma. “Mark Mote exemplifies JA’s core values. He leads with integrity, passion and a deep belief in the power of education. In a very real way, he helps Oklahoma City-area JA students get the knowledge and skills they need to own their economic success, plan for their future, and make smart academic and economic choices.” 
 
For more than a decade, Mote has been a dedicated volunteer with JA, contributing in various capacities from mentoring students at JA Finance Park to serving as a member of the JA Board of Directors, including multiple years as the OKC and State Board Chair. His support and leadership throughout the years has been instrumental in JA’s growth in the Oklahoma City area and in the completion of the JA Experiential Learning Center, a $7 million campaign.
 
Junior Achievement’s entrepreneurship, financial literacy, and work readiness programs are delivered nationwide—typically in classrooms during the school day, by volunteer role models from the local business community.  

###
  
About Junior Achievement (JA) of Oklahoma 
Junior Achievement (JA) of Oklahoma is a business-integrated education partner with expertise in experiential learning that successfully develops key mindsets and skills for students to lead meaningful and successful lives. JA’s high-impact programs drive long-term outcomes in areas of financial literacy, work readiness, and entrepreneurship, and are all delivered by corporate and community volunteers.  JA of Oklahoma offers multiple programs, including in-class programs, JA BizTown, JA Inspire, and JA Finance Park. JA of Oklahoma serves 60,000 students statewide in an average year. JA of Oklahoma has offices in Tulsa and Oklahoma City. For more information, visit www.jaok.org
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